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Recent developments 


On 18 of October the US Embassy in Turkey made a joint statement with 9 
other western states (Canada, France, Finland, Denmark, Germany, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, and Sweden) about the arrested 
"philanthropist and activist" Osman Kavala,[1] thus meddling in internal 
Turkish affairs. 


The statement was as follows: 


Today marks four years since the ongoing detention of Osman 
Kavala began. The continuing delays in his trial, including by 
merging different cases and creating new ones after a previous 
acquittal, cast a shadow over respect for democracy, the rule of 
law and transparency in the Turkish judiciary system. 


Together, the embassies of Canada, France, Finland, Denmark, 
Germany, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden and 
the United States of America believe a just and speedy resolution 
to his case must be in line with Turkey’s international obligations 
and domestic laws. Noting the rulings of the European Court of 
Human Rights on the matter, we call for Turkey to secure his 
urgent release.[1] 


Erdogan did not take kindly to this, and on 19 of October he summoned the 
10 diplomats to the Turkish Foreign Ministry over their "irresponsible" 
statement and “politicizing [of] the Kavala case."[2][3] 


On 21 of October, Erdogan was reported as saying: 


Look, now the European Court of Human Rights has taken a 
decision. They almost want to convict Turkey here regarding this 
Soros residue called Kavala. Why do 10 ambassadors make this 
statement? [...] I told our Minister of Foreign Affairs: we can't 
afford to have the luxury of hosting this lot in our country."[4] 


This is not the first time he has called Kavala an agent of financier George 
Soros, enacting the American billionaire's plans to meddle in Turkish 
affairs.[2] 


He also addressed the western countries: 


Is it your place to teach such a lesson to Turkey? Who are you? 
[...] Do you let the bandits, murderers, terrorists in your own 
country go? America, Germany, which one has done such a thing 
so far? They haven't and they won't. When they talk, the answer 
they will give you is, "The judiciary is independent." Is your 
judiciary independent and our judiciary dependent?[4 | 


On 23 of October, the issue escalated, with the Turkish President stating 
that he instructed the foreign minister to declare 10 ambassadors, including 
Washington's envoy, ‘persona non grata’. 


He was quoted as saying: 


I gave the necessary instructions to our foreign minister, I said 
that you will handle the denunciation of the 10 ambassadors as 
soon as possible.[3] 


In a speech on 23 of October, Erdogan also once again criticized Kavala as 
"the Turkish branch of Soros", adding also: "10 ambassadors came to the 
foreign ministry for him. What an impoliteness."[5] 


Who is Osman Kavala? 


The "activist and philanthropist" Osman Kavala "was one of a number of 
leading Turkish figures who served on the advisory board of Open Society's 
national foundation in Turkey before it closed down in 2018".[6] He was 
imprisoned by the Erdogan government following the 2016 western-backed 
Gulenist coup attempt. 


Why was he imprisoned? Well, his association with the Open Society may 
give some clues. 


The Open Society Foundations, founded by George Soros, are the 
world’s largest private funder of independent groups working for 
justice, democratic governance, and human rights.[7] 


Thus, in Marxist terms, the OSF is an appendage of the global imperialist 
finance-bourgeoisie apparatus. 


The OSF's first branch was inaugurated in 1984 in then-communist 
Hungary, as the Soros Foundation Budapest, to "encourage dissent behind 
the Iron Curtain".[8][9] 


As per the OSF's website: 


[In 1984] George Soros opens a foundation in Hungary, which 
would eventually lead to the establishment of the Open Society 
Foundations network. The foundations seek to expand people’s 
access to information in Eastern Europe and Russia—including by 
distributing photocopiers to independent groups to break the 
Communist Party’s grip on information.[8] 


! " 


Some other interesting info from OSF's "Our History” section: 


"Supporting Democracy in China" 


[In 1986] George Soros opens another foundation in China, which 
becomes a target for in-fighting between pro- and anti-reform 
elements in the Communist Party. The foundation closes in 1989, 
just before the government’s brutal crushing of dissent in 
Tiananmen Square. 


And: 
"Fostering Open Societies in the Former Soviet Bloc" 


[In 1989] By the fall of the Berlin Wall, Open Society has 
established a presence in Poland, Ukraine and Russia. Over the 
next five years, the Open Society Foundations establish a network 
of offices in Albania, the Baltic States, Bulgaria, the Czech 
Republic, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Romania, and 
Slovakia. 


If one looks at the response of the "international community",[10] it was 
mostly the western (imperialist) and western-aligned (compradorial) 
governments, i.e. the staunchest representatives of the current global order 
of the imperialist finance bourgeoisie, which the OSF is an appendage of, 
which gave positive assessments of the whole 2016 Gulen ordeal. 


In the recent diplomatic spat between the broader west and Turkey, Open 
Society Foundation rushed to defend the Holy Name of Soros, apparently 
invoked in vain by the Turkish President: 


The Open Society Foundations urged the president of Turkey 
today to stop invoking George Soros’s name in an effort to 
obscure the facts around the case of Osman Kavala, the 
businessman and philanthropist who has spent four years in 
prison there on bogus charges. 


"President Erdogan's insulting language about George Soros, a 
man his government welcomed to Istanbul, is an effort to distract 


from the simple fact that Osman Kavala is innocent and should be 
released," said Mark Malloch-Brown, president of the Open 
Society Foundations.[11] 


Thus, OSF claimed that the Turkish President invoking Soros' name in 
association with Kavala was an attempt at "obscuring the facts" behind 
Kavala's case, while simultaneously in the same press release defending and 
praising Kavala, reiterating themselves the public information that he was a 
board member of the Turkish branch of the OSF, claiming his 
imprisonment was "on bogus charges", and generally staunchly advocating 
against his imprisonment and for his release. 


Obviously, Kavala is not at all related to the finance-bourgeoisie interests of 
the OSF, nor to the Holy Name of Soros! The OSF just very actively 
defends him out of the good of their heart... 


Conclusion 


These developments show the deepening rifts within the imperialist camp, 
also seen elsewhere through such things as the breaking of the UK from the 
EU and the deeper alignment of the Anglo (English-speaking) countries 
with each other for the pursuit of their own policies and interests, the 
divergent policy between the Anglos and the EU on Russia, and indeed the 
rifts growing between the rest of the imperialists, who for now are mostly 
aligned with each other in their disagreements with the Turkey although we 
do see a deepening divergence between them with regards to policy towards 
Turkey as well, and Turkey itself, whose ruling bourgeoisie are coming 
increasingly at odds with the imperialist finance bourgeoisie over their 
attempts to keep the Turkish bourgeoisie under control, and to meddle in 
their state's internal affairs. 


If Erdogan does expel the 10 western diplomats, the event will mark the 
deepest widening of the intra-NATO rift between Turkey and the rest of 
NATO in recent decades. For us communists such a rift is good because it 
breaks up the united front of the imperialists that has been maintained 
under US leadership since the end of the Second World War; thus, the 
imperialist bloc as a whole will be weakened, and turmoil within the 
imperialist camp (which could very possibly lead to large scale 
inter-imperialist conflicts eventually) could give us some much-needed 
opportunities to act. 


But what this means for Turkey's potential future path, and whether it will 
indeed find itself in an inter-imperialist conflict or as the anti-imperialist 
victim of imperialist aggression remains to be seen, and it is a topic that 
deserves a future article of its own. 
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